

















Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Edison and Other Experimenters 
Recorder and Recording Experiments -- Miscellaneous Books 
Notebook, N-17-01-06 


This notebook was used by Absalom M. Kennedy during January- 
February 1917. The entries consist primarily of daily logs of experimental 
recording activities at the Columbia Street Studio using various kinds of music 
and recorders. Included are comments on the loudness and quality of the 
sound. The determination of quality was based partly on "tone tests" in which 
a performer's recordings were compared to a live performance by the same 
individual. The notes indicate that Edison oversaw the work and periodically 
listened to the experimental recordings and that E. Rowland Dawson and 
Clarence B. Hayes assisted in some of the experiments. Atthe beginning of the 
book are two pages by an unidentified author noting the numbers of blanks on 
hand. Inserted into the book is a three-page handwritten list by Kennedy with 
entries numbered 1-27, along with a related typewritten list. The front cover is 
labeled "Notes, Columbia St. Studio from Jan. 6, 1917." The pages are 
unnumbered. Approximately 40 pages have been used. 
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Senin s  « ay A ant 
: eee : ae : \ eae es vo. i 


Poo =: ’Soverol Boprano . gesios ‘from Foreign Tosi, also ence & Baritdmes ~ if Werner can aMbnf, fey 


Ra a Re sotod opera pode for illustration, also ours & Regular. 








Linder record for Zerde acting! ar, 


Reh aveba © 
‘Anna cine ousteined, @1s0 Newarkc woman. in ann: Moria on sustained & compare with bad 


\ 


| te ae 


sustained, tremolo. © \ , 

fo “4 

o's 5. od Records showing sudden ies of timbre. Have the ic & mark the yart so audience 
kmows when 1t comese ss 


a a ; 
ad 6- aa showing a sharp Voice & same tunc, is aaah ‘a mellow Voice. lHavo biack- 


Lan hoard showing drop of overtonaas Xx : os x 
as, Chart showing scale, notes as recor Locics under jiiccononks with ovortones, many of our 
rf ingers. : 


ak 8 Ssoooms showing no tromole on most #11 notes & then one or two notes with tremolo. 


9 - * Cho “ginging where they sing to pitch & where they do not. Use our & Viotor's with 
& without tremolo. 


hea 10.= show. by chart whnt @ beat comes trom - 1 beat 2, 5, & more. ; 


1. ~ Havo one ‘of our singers start sey note ‘full strength & oat off sharp - thon another 
e Paci for. intorpretations: oe. 





fe permeate wage oo 





Ciakne a well ‘known song in even monotonous volume, then another proper inflection, then 
anothor drema tically. : 


coke 
: ae = Yerner {ye woll, kmown song backwards. or 


- ££. 14 Rig up & chronogreph to reconl personal equation. av i 
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i. Gg, 15 - Model of the larynz - Vocal shoris, & how they work = also a mechanical illustmtion, 
i . Show Hetahols artificial larnyx. Zz 

‘ ¥, 
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Vo 16 - Rig ais aiapme with mirroyw to show volume of sound. ~ © 


. \\ 17 = show. Hodel aap, Diamond & 6 ft. board on edge of which is waves. 
i : ey he x ae 
IAC As - Record sung in BH0"6s “sung solo, sung Regular way. fethaa F chien 


“e 


® a9 = T vith Viotor, illustrate mechanical timbre & samo tune with Sure show effoot of aa 
la emer fe1s0 woven: & ‘adding. overtones. 
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20 Show a be peek seas # @ very, good 802165 


Bl - I1iustrate’ an Opore one where yolume of sound is unogen, & some notes 50 powerful as to 
* tiirow recording moobaniem out of ae while. another Gpem. singer gives ovon volume. 





e ¥ 22 = Records with scales porfoct, for ‘Gntmlto, Mezosophrano -: Sophrano & Caloratuze, Ditto 
e Bopo0, Micherkten?: ‘Baritone & High Barseenes Senor =.To sing to & Beals by. 7 
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. 1 
* 2% - Record in German, came mon in Italian, seme in 811 vowels. v 
+ p24 ~- Illustrete Punch & Judy Character givon by speed & Contralto like by loss than specd. 
K 25 = Givo song with two phonos, reproducing simnltanoously ono only adjusted. > 


NS . 
ag 26 - Have Cylinder rocoming machino & take sctlos from audionce, Save those whioh ero good 
' & send with namo to Orango - Ibve Piano at looturo. 


AN ~ Illustrate Chart of waves of Trombone, Cornet, Clarionette & all tho instrumonts, Show 
y fundamental waves without overtones, & thon cide by aide, the same wavos with tho over- 
tones. aN 
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